CONTENTS

1 0L 06 L1 (ot o ) o PP 9
2 Source Overview and SOUICe CritiCISIM .......coeeneesneeseseeeeseesessses s seesssssssssssssssens 11
2.1 Sources from British archives ... 11
2.1.1 The National ATChIVES ... ssssssssssssens 11
2.2 Sources from Austrian archives and libraries......... 16
2.2.1 Carinthian Provincial ArChIVES ...t sssssessssssseenns 16
2.2.2 Styrian Provincial ArChiVES ... sssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 19
2.2.3  Additional archives (SElEeCtion) ... ssssssssssssssnns 19
2.3 INEWSPAPETS coreureeerrereereesessessessessssessessessesssssssessessessessssssssssessessessssssssssessesssssssssssessessssesssssessessesssessesees 20
Historical outline of the establishment of the British occupying power in Austria....21
4 British occupation and (AUSLIian) JUSTICE ...rrermnssnesessesssssssessssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssses 27
4.1  Fundamentals of the British occupying power's approach to justice .........ccouuerreene. 27
4.2  On the re-establishment of Austrian jurisdiction in the British occupation zone....30
4.3  Co-existence of British and AUSETian COUTITS ... 36

4.3.1 Examples for the distribution of jurisdiction between British and Austrian
(001D o T 40

5 Overview of the establishment and operation of British Military Government

COUTES IN AUSEEIA it bbb 47
ST R & 7= ) (el (010 00 =) oL PP 47
51.1 Ordinance NO. 100 ... sssesaes 47
5.1.2 Ordinance NO. 200 ... ssssssssaes 50
5.2 RegIONAl OVEIVIEW....ocueeiecereeesessese s sessesss st st ssssss st sssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 52
5.2.1 Carinthia and EQSt TYTOL....iinnessessessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 52
5.2.2 SAIZDUIG ettt se s ss bbb 53
5.2.3 SEYTIA curetrtrresesessss s aseses e ss st e s bbb s R 53
TN SV T} 1 o PPN 54
5.3  Gradual limitation of British military juriSAiction ........ceennenesseseneeeeesesseeseees 56
5.4  (British) Military courts as a controversial political and media issue ........cccccoureereunnes 59
54.1 Carinthian Slovenes before British military COUTrtS ... 59
5.4.2  Media campaigns against British military COUrts......eeseseeeens 61
5.4.3  Austrian parties and politicians against Allied military courts..........coeenereeneenn. 65
6 British Intermediate COUrts in AUSEIIA. ... 67
6.1  Staff of British Intermediate COUITS ... 67
6.1.1  Judges (Intermediate COUITS).....mmrmmermerseseesseessesssessesssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssses 67
6.1.2 Prosecutors (Intermediate COUITS)....ommisesssssessesseessssssssesssssssssssssssssaas 77
6.1.3 Defence counsels (Intermediate COUITS) .....ormmmmmmeeesssesssssssesssesssesssssssesnns 81
6.2  Frequent charges before British Intermediate Courts in AusStria....... 90
6.2.1 Frequent charges - STatiStiCS. ... 90
6.2.2 Frequent charges - Case STUIES ... ssssss s ssesssssssssssesssens 97
6.3 Intermediate Courts in Carinthia and EQst TYTOL .....ccrmneneneminenenensensssesssessensennes 129
6.3.1 Locations of the Intermediate Courts (Carinthia and East Tyrol) ......ccccueneen. 129
6.3.2 Statistics of the Intermediate Courts (Carinthia and East Tyrol) .......cccceneneen. 130
6.3.3  Jurisdiction of the Intermediate Courts (Carinthia and East Tyrol) .......cccc....... 132
6.3.4  Case studies for proceedings of British Intermediate Courts in Carinthia......133
6.4 Intermediate COUTtS iN SEYTIA . ssesss s sssessessssssanes 142
6.4.1 Locations of the Intermediate COUrts (StYria).....ccmnmrmmmneesssnesessesssessessenns 142



6.4.2 Statistics of the Intermediate COUrts (Styria) .....cermeeneereessessessesseeseessessesseseenns 143
6.4.3  Jurisdiction of the Intermediate Courts (Styria)......ommneneneneeneesesseesesseenns 146
6.4.4  Case studies for proceedings of British Intermediate Courts in Styria.............. 148
6.5 Intermediate COUrtS iN VIENNA......oiemienieeieneeseesesssessees s sssssssss s sssssssssssssesssssssssssssssns 164
6.5.1 Locations of the Intermediate Courts (Vienna)......meeenssnenessesssessesenns 164
6.5.2 Statistics of the Intermediate Courts (Vienna) .....oeoenenessesneesesnssssessessesseseenns 164
6.5.3  Jurisdiction of the Intermediate Courts (Vienna).......meenenessseseessesseesssseenns 166
6.5.4  Case studies for proceedings of British Intermediate Courts in Vienna........... 167
7 British General COUItS iN AUSTTIA. ..o sess s sssssssses s sssssssesses 170
7.1  Introductory remarks on the organisation and operation of the General Courts..170
7.1.1  Legal basis for indictments before General COUTILS........commnmneeneenernesseeeseesens 175
7.1.2 Displaced Persons in the spotlight of the General Courts........ccounenererreeseeneenn. 176
7.1.3 Locations of the General COUITS ... 178
7.1.4  Statistics of the General COUTS......oum s sssssenes 179
7.2 Staff of British GENEral COUTLS......eeieneeseesssssessees s ses st sssssssssessssssssssssssssas 180
7.2.1  Judges and assessOrs (General COUILS) ....mmmmmmesesessesssesssessssssssssssaees 180
7.2.2 Prosecutors (GeNeral COUIES) . mmmmimessnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseans 188
7.2.3 Defence counsels (GeNeral COUITS) ....ummmmmmsneenesssssessssessesssssssssessesssssseans 189
7.3 Trials of British General Courts in Carinthia and East Tyrol ........enenseneens 194
7.3.1 Ivan R. (3 January 1946, KIagenfurt).......menmessesssssssssssessssssssssssssssssees 194
7.3.2  Wasil Sossnowsky, Michael Werhun (6-7 May 1946, Klagenfurt).........ccoceuu... 195
7.3.3 Franz Kernle, Michael P., Roman P. (9, 20-21 May 1946, Klagenfurt) .............. 196
7.3.4  Andreas K., Mieczislaw Rudak, Wiodzimierz S. (14 May 1946, Klagenfurt)....197
7.3.5  Anton Kuss (22 May 1946, KIagenfurt) .........cccuerenerrmeneensenesneeseensessesssssesssessesssseeans 198
7.3.6 Ivan B., Josef K., Wolodymyr Melisz, Stefan Melnitschuk (25-26 June 1946,
741 U ) PPN 199
7.3.7 Piotr Lewkowicz (27 June 1946, Villach) .....ccnnennennnenessssssssesssssessssssssenns 201
7.3.8 Wasil B., Petro K., Josef K., Michael Perzak, Iwan Pylypczuk, Michael S,;
Peter Bartko, Michael Jaskow (1-2 August 1946, Villach) ......ccccouurerrererrerreenenn. 202
7.3.9 Michael D. (6 August 1946, VIllach) .......ccornerereneenerneesesesseeseesesessessesesssessessssssenns 206
7.3.10 Vaso Mandic, Manojlo Scepanovic (17-18 February 1947, Lienz; 10 March
1947, Spittal an der DIAU) ...eeeseesssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 207
7.3.11 Gottfried Rossmann (31 March 1947, Villach) .....cccnnnennennensneessessennenns 208
7.3.12 Franz Blasic (28 May 1947, KIagenfurt) ......enenennesssenssseesessssssssssessees 210
7.3.13 Konstantin Narishkin, Alexander Schelesnjak (29 May 1947, Klagenfurt).....211
7.3.14 Sandor L. (23 September 1947, KIagenfurt)......c.cocmermereermerermeeseesmessessessesssessesssseeans 212
7.3.15 Alexei Gadjutschka (24 September 1947, Klagenfurt).........eeneesseneenns 213
7.3.16 Josef K., Anton Pfeffer (4 December 1947, Klagenfurt) .........menneeneeeneenens 213
7.3.17 Valentin R, Franz Ziwkowitsch (5 December 1947, Klagenfurt)........ccoccneeuneee 214
7.3.18 Peter K. (24 February 1948, WolfSDerg).......counmmerrmeneenmenesmesseensessessessesssessesssseenns 216
7.3.19 Lorenz Plevel (19-21 May 1948, Villach).......cccumrnrennenernensernesseeseesessessessessessesseens 217
7.3.20 Elemer Scholz, Leopold W. (10-12 and 15 January 1949, Klagenfurt).............. 218
7.3.21 Edward Charles P. (28-30 June 1950, Klagenfurt)........eemeneenseeneesnens 220
7.3.22 Anna W. (7-9 November 1951, KIagenfurt).........enmeeneenseseeseeseesseesessees 221
7.3.23 Rudolf Vala (13-17 and 19-21 November 1951, Klagenfurt) ........cccccouerrereenns 222
7.4  Atrocities trials of British General Courts in Styria .......omenenesseseseseesesseees 225
7.4.1 The DACKGIOUNA ...ttt ss s sss s sss s 225
7.4.2 Eisenerz I - Otto Christandl et al. (1-29 April 1946, Graz) ......ccomerrereereereenne 229
7.4.3 Eisenerz Il - Herbert Neumann, Rudolf Pirmann; Johann Huber, Rupert
Pregartner (16-23 OCtOber 1946, Graz) ......rsnmssmessessssssssssssssssssssssees 250
7.4.4  Bruck an der Mur - Johann Lantschik (13 March 1947, Graz)........n. 254
7.4.5 Hafning - Klemens Frettensattel (17 March 1947, Graz) .......ceeneesesseeseenns 256

6



7.4.6 Gleisdorf - Johann Brandner, Adolf Slama (8-9 April 1947, Graz) ......ccceeeeen. 257
7.4.7 Kurzheim - Johann Czar, Josef Pechbdck (2 June 1947, Graz) .....coreereereeneens 259
7.4.8 Rothleiten — Johann Sommer (3 June 1947, Graz) ... 260
7.4.9 Prenning - Karl Maxl, Hubert Reiter (6-7 June 1947, Graz) .......eennees 262
7.4.10 Graz-Liebenau - Alois Frithwirt, Nikolaus Pichler, Josef Thorbauer
(8—12 September 1947, GIazZ) ...ccuuereereereesessessessesssesessssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssesssssssssses 264
7.4.11 Graz-Steinfeld - Josef Pammer (12 September 1947, Graz) .......cccoueneerreereereeeenne 267
7.4.12 Judenburg - Josef Egger, Albin Grofdmann, Karl Leitenmiiller, Franz
Lindenbaum, Franz Puchner, Fritz Winkler (15-17 September 1947, Graz) ..268
7.4.13 Liezen - Nikolaus Been, Martin Mernik (13-14 October 1947, Graz) .............. 273
7.4.14 Kloch - Arnulf Lill, Anton Oswald, Anton Rutte, Anton Sablatnig, Robert
Sattler (10-13 NOVEMDET 1947, GTazZ) ....cccourernmererrerreeseessessesssssssssessesssssssssessesssssssssenns 276
7.5  Further trials of British General Courts in StyTia .....coeneemeneenesessesessesseesesseees 280
7.5.1  Josef D., Peter E. (19 February to 8 March 1946, Graz) ........eeeesseseenns 280
7.5.2 Ivan R., Paul Szetinski (25 October 1946, Leoben).........cnnnnseneneeseessennenns 282
7.5.3 Gregor Kosost (21-23 November 1946, Graz) .......eeessesssssesssssssssnes 282
7.5.4  Alexej K, Nikolaus L. (25-26 November 1946, Graz).......mmmmmsesseessens 283
7.5.5 Iwan G. (26-27 November 1946, Graz).....ueernemessessssssssesssssssesssessesssssssssenns 284
7.5.6  Wilhelm Hodl (27-28 November 1946, Graz) .......cmenmensesnssseessesessssseseenns 285
7.5.7  Nikolai Subzow (31 July 1947, LEIDNILZ) ..orrrerierriererersirreessessesseeseesseessesssessssssessees 286
7.5.8 “Schlofdberg Gang” (17 and 20-21 October 1947, Graz) ......eneenmeensesneeenens 287
7.5.9 Dimitro B., Peter B., Petro H., Wasyl K., Fedor R,, Isidor S., Pavel S., Wasyl Z.
(18-20 November and 1 December 1947, Graz)......ccueeneneenessesessessesesssessessees 291
7.5.10 Josef T. (2 December 1947, GIraz) .....nemsmesssesesssssssssssssesssssssssssessssssssseans 293
7.5.11 Arthur M. (12-13 ApPril 1948, GIraz) ....cccenmmmenmemersssseesesssssessssessssssssssssesssssssssans 294
7.5.12 Ladislaus PoZauko (29-30 April and 4 May 1948, Graz) ......cemeneesneesnees 294
7.5.13 Franz G., Johann P., Rupert Z. (7-8 June 1948, Graz) .......ommenesmeessssssseeens 295
7.5.14 Erich F, Elsa F. (22 June to 9 July 1948, Graz).......mmessssssessseens 296
7.6 Trials of British General Courts in VIeNNa.......c.cossssssssessssssesssssenns 299
7.6.1  Johann M. (19 September 1946, VIENNQ) ......cccvureererrerreeneessessessesseessessessssesssesssssssseeans 299
7.6.2 Thomas Henry Beeson (18-19 November 1946, Vienna) .........cccuveeneererseeseeseenne 300
7.6.3 Adolf E., Herbert Kreim, Josef M. (15 January 1947, Vienna) ... 301
8 British Royal Warrant Courts in AUSEIIa..... i sssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssnes 303
8.1 Introductory remarks on the organisation and operation of the Royal Warrant
000130 303
8.1.1 Legal basis of the Royal Warrant COUTILS.......coummmeeenssessesessesessessessessssssenns 303
8.1.2 British war crimes investigations ... esessessesssssessessssssenns 305
8.1.3 Locations of the Royal Warrant COUILS ........mmmsnseessssssssssssssssssssseans 306
8.1.4  Statistics of the Royal Warrant COUIS.......mmmessmssesssssssssssessssssssseans 306
8.2  Staff of British Royal Warrant COUITS........oummeesnessssssssessesssssessessessssssessesssssssssens 307
8.2.1  Judges and assessors (Royal Warrant COUTItS) ......ccomemmmneenesnesssssesssessesssseenns 307
8.2.2 Prosecutors (Royal Warrant COUITS)........ommmmeensssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssenns 311
8.2.3 Defence counsels (Royal Warrant CoOUTItS) ....mmmmmssssessssssssssssseens 312
8.3  Trials of British Royal Warrant Courts in AUSEIia .......ceneemenenessssssssnees 314
8.3.1 Liezen - Ferdinand Brand]l, Artur Hocevar, Michael Steiner (29 April to
14 May 1946, LEODEN)....coieereseereereseesesseesssss s s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssanes 314
8.3.2  Viktring - Robert Gross, Michael Widhalm (22-25 May 1946, Volkermarkt)...318
8.3.3  Weinburg am Safdbach - Franz Kotulan (31 May to 1 June 1946, Wagna).....323
8.3.4  Graz-Wetzelsdorf - Viktor Gassner (3 and 9 September 1946, Villach)........... 326
8.3.5 Kirchdorf - Johann Fritz (16 September 1946, Egg am Faaker See)........cc.cc..... 328
8.3.6  Kleinfelgitsch — Georg Baumann, Johann Felgitscher, Heinrich Stradner
(18-20 September 1946, Wagna)......ccmerenerresesssmessesssssssssessesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssses 330

7



8.3.7 Gullinggraben - Josef Pfisterer (26 September to 3 October 1946, Graz)........ 333

8.3.8 Unterpremstdtten — Johann Darnhofer (5-6 November 1946, Leoben)........... 337
8.3.9 St. Marein im Miirztal - Sebastian Scherer (23-25 January 1947) .....ccccocvunnenn. 338
8.3.10 Radmer I - Adolf Schrenk (27-29 May 1947, Volkermarkt) .......cccouneremsernrnnenne 341
8.3.11 Veitsch - Karl Benesch (3-4 June 1947, VOIKermarkt)......coooememensesessessseneens 345
8.3.12 Radmer II - Alfred Petraschek (9 June 1947, Volkermarkt).......ccooeereereereeseennenne 347
8.3.13  Sentilj - Leopold Bruckner (20 August 1947, VOIKermarkt) ......cocoooceeeesessssssssssses 348
8.3.14 Krusdorf - Max Paustian (26 August 1947, Volkermarkt) .......ccccovereereenreererseenennne 350
8.3.15 Trieben - Rudolf Klvacek (28 August 1947, Volkermarkt) .......coueneeercerneererneens 352

8.3.16 Loiblpass I - Sigbert Ramsauer et al. (2 September to 10 October 1947,
T2 0V 10D ) SRR 354

8.3.17 Loiblpass II - August Staab, Simon Stichler (25 September to 1 October
1947, KIQZENTUTL) covverercererrersersessessessesssessesssssssssessesssssesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessessssssssnes 356
8.3.18 Ponte di Piave — Karl Diebitsch (13 and 16 January 1948) .......cccorurrerrerrerreeseenne 357
9 Excursus: Prison System and EXECULIONS ... ssessessssssssessssssssssssessssnes 362
0.1 PriSOMN SYSTEIM ..ttt sse s se e sse e s seas st e s sE e et an bbbt s st 362
9.2 ProcesSing Of EXECULIONS ...ccuuereeerreessesssesssssessssssesssssssss st sssssesssssssss s ssssssssssesssssssssssssnss 367
10 Military jurisdiction of the other three occupying powers in Austria........cooeerereenees 374
10.1 American military COUTtS iN AUSEIIA .ocerererseeseresersessesessssssessssesssssssssssessessssssssessesssssssanes 374
10.2  French military COUrts in AUSTIIA . ..ormereneninsisisessessssssssssssssss s essessssss s ssssssssssssssanes 377
10.3  Soviet Military COUItS iN AUSTIIA....iirrerenesesessssssessssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssanes 379
11 SUIMIMATTY ettt ettt s s s s e ee e ssEae £ s 8t s E e E e b b s bbb ee e e s antanans 381
12 D = 01w 0] (=TT 383
L12.1  SOUTCES.cceueeereerenreerersesessesessses s s s ee s ses s s s e s eE R bR e s p s 383
12.1.1  British archival SOUICES ... sssssssssssssssssssssssssnens 383
12.1.2  AUSErian archival SOUICES.......ouenmnininessssssss s sssss s ssssssssssssssssans 389
T12.1.3  INEEIVIEWS ottt see st et ses st s e s s et s et 393
12.1.4  PriNtEd SOUICES woeveeereesiereeessisssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesns 393
12.1.5  ONIINE SOUICES ..oierrerereresseeseesessessesssssessesssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssneas 393
12.2  NEWSPAPETS wereurerermeeremsessessesssessessessessessssssssssessessnsssssssssessessssssssssessessessssssssssessesssnsssssssssessenssssssssesees 399
12.2.1  International NEWSPAPETS ...cccrmrreneurersessesssessesssssesssessesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 399
12.2.2  AUSEIIAN NEWSPAPET'S oot reree st sessssesss s sses st s st sss s ss s sssssssessesnes 399
B T 231 0 110 o3 =Y o] 1O PSSO 400
124  ADDIEVALIONS ..ot ssss s sssss st sss s s ssss st snssnsanes 417
N 0] 01 6 TP 420
Appendix 1: Ordinance NO. 100.....oreeressessessessesssssssssessessssssssssssssssssessssssesssssssssssssssssssssssnes 421
Appendix 2: Ordinance NO. 200.......oermeeeenessessessessesssssssssessesssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssessssssssssnes 425
Appendix 3: Rules of Military GOVErnment COUITS......oummmmmmemsmesessssssssssssessesssssssaes 430
Appendix 4: British General Courts in Carinthia and East Tyrol (overview)........ue. 440
Appendix 5: British General Courts in Styria (OVEIVIEW) .....coeermeeneesseseesessessessesssessessssssennes 464
Appendix 6: British General Courts in Vienna (OVEIVIEW) .......ueemeeneeneeseemesnesssssesssessesssssseaes 493
Appendix 7: British Royal Warrant Courts in Austria (OVEIVIEW) .....oeoereeneeneessesseesesseennes 497



